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SCENE I - IN WHICH THE CHARACTERS ARE INTRODUCED

A woman shuffles through student files at a desk and calls a 
name.

ADMISSIONS COUNSELOR!
Hunter Smith?

A "typical" freshman walks onstage, sporting ACU memorabilia and 
cowboy boots.

HUNTER
That’s me!

COUNSELOR
Great! Welcome to ACU! Here’s your 
packet. The next station's over there. 

HUNTER
Awesome. Thanks. 

He walks offstage, glancing at his packet.

COUNSELOR
Mei...umm...

A girl enters hesitantly, then walks up to the desk.

MEI
It’s okay. My last name is hard to 
pronounce.

COUNSELOR
Oh, sorry about that. (looks at file) 
You’re from China? That’s cool!

MEI
(pleased)

Thank you.

COUNSELOR
Are you excited to be in America? I bet 
it’s really different.

MEI
Yes, it’s different, but it’s a great 
opportunity to be here.

COUNSELOR
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Good. Well, here’s your packet and the 
next station's that way.

Mei exits the stage, examining her packet carefully.

COUNSELOR
Jessica Tanaka?

A confident girl comes up to the desk.

JESSICA
Hi. 

COUNSELOR
Are you from China, too?

JESSICA
What? No, I’m from Ft. Worth.

COUNSELOR
Oh, sorry... I didn’t...

JESSICA
(laughing it off)

That’s okay. I get it a lot. 

COUNSELOR
Well, here’s your packet and you can go  
to the next station. 

JESSICA
All right, thanks.

COUNSELOR
Ok.

The next name she sees is impossible, almost miraculous. 

COUNSELOR 
Um... Jesus?

A dramatic moment passes, then a young man strides onstage.

JESÚS
My name... is Jesús.

SCENE II - STRANGE CUSTOMS
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Four students contort themselves on Twister mats. A counselor 
reads the color wheel, breaking in between the dialogue.

JESÚS
So you're Mei, right?

MEI
Yes. What's your name?

JESÚS!
Jesús. 

HUNTER
(breaks in, laughing)

Jesús? Like Jesus? 

JESÚS
(offended)

No, like Jesús.

HUNTER
Huh.

MEI
Where are you from?

HUNTER
Abilene.

JESÚS
(same time)

Honduras.

They glance at each other, slightly annoyed and grunting to stay 
on balance.

HUNTER
(to Mei)

My name's Hunter, by the way.

Mei, trying to keep the peace, says...

MEI
Nice to meet you.

JESÚS
(ignoring Hunter)

So where are you from?
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MEI
China.

JESÚS
Oh, cool! First time to America?

MEI
(difficult move)

Yes. 

JESÚS
What do you think?

MEI
(she looks at everyone 
playing Twister)

The customs here are... strange.

The counselor calls one last color, and the two boys struggle to 
keep from falling. They are obviously trying to outlast each 
other, but in the end, only Mei remains.

SCENE III - REGARDING BANANAS

Hunter walks up to Jessica, shaking her hand warmly.

HUNTER
Sorry, I haven’t met you yet. I’m 
Hunter. What’s your name?

JESSICA!
I’m Jessica. 

HUNTER
Where are you from?

JESSICA
I’m from Ft. Worth. 

HUNTER
No, where are you really from?

She grimaces.

JESSICA
I’m really from Ft. Worth. 
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HUNTER
(confused) 

Oh.

JESSICA
So now I have to explain my life, huh?

Hunter waits expectantly. Jessica sighs. Then...

I’m American, but my grandparents are 
from Japan.

HUNTER
That’s so cool! Do you speak Chinese?

JESSICA
Excuse me?

HUNTER
I mean Japanese. You know.

JESSICA
No, I don’t. 

A stunned silence reigns until Jessica clarifies.

JESSICA
Sorry. I mean I don't know Japanese.

HUNTER
(relieved)

Oh, ok... Well, I bet you love sushi!

JESSICA
Not a big fan, actually.

HUNTER
(thoughtful)

Hmm... Do you know Kung Fu?

JESSICA
No. Why––?

HUNTER
Are you good at math?

JESSICA
I hate math.
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HUNTER
Do you play the piano?

JESSICA
Yes! 

Hunter nearly celebrates, until... 

JESSICA
But very badly.

HUNTER
(pause, disappointed) 

You're a terrible Asian.

SCENE IV- ON THE MONSTROSITY OF PORTIONS

Mei steps up to the counter of a fast food restaurant and 
carefully orders her lunch. 

SERVER
May I take your order?

MEI
Yes, can I have a chicken sandwich and 
a small drink?

SERVER
That’ll be 6.25. Bean bucks? And here’s 
your cup. 

The server hands her a huge plastic cup. Mei looks confused for 
a moment before saying...

MEI
Um... I ordered a small drink.

SERVER
Yes?

MEI
I think you gave me a large.

SERVER
No, that’s a small.

MEI
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Really? What does a large look like 
then?

The server shrugs and pulls out something that could easily 
serve as a plastic tub for chicken.

MEI
!!!!!

SCENE V - CONFUSING SLANG OF AMERICA

Jesús lounges on a bench, people-watching. Hunter hurries by on 
his way to class. 

HUNTER
(distracted)

What’s up.

Jesús looks up, but sees nothing.

JESÚS
Nothi––

Hunter has already disappeared. Jesús stares at the empty space, 
struggling to compute. Jessica discovers him.

JESSICA
Hey, what’s up?

JESÚS
(dazed)

Nothing, I just checked.

JESSICA
Ooh, nice one! 

He looks up at her, still confused.

Wait, do you know what “what’s up” 
means?

JESÚS
No. 

JESSICA
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Ok, it’s sort of like “what's going 
on." So when I asked you “what’s up,” I 
was wondering what you were doing.

JESÚS
Okay...

A pedestrian passes by.

PEDESTRIAN
What’s up.

JESÚS
Nothing, I'm just...

Again, the pedestrian leaves without waiting for a response.

See? That’s what happened a few minutes 
ago!

Now Jessica is thoroughly confused. She stammers...

JESSICA
Maybe sometimes it’s a rhetorical 
question?

SCENE VI - THE ETIQUETTE OF HUGS

Mei and Hunter run into each other on campus. Hunter moves in 
for a hug. Mei, terrified, has no idea what this means. Cue 
Inception music.

MEI (VOICE OVER)
Um, why is he moving so close to me? Is 
he going to touch me?? Not appropriate! 
Stop!

Mei starts to take evasive maneuvers, but something stops her.

Wait, I don't want to offend him...

She stands straight and tense, enduring Hunter's full-frontal 
embrace.

What do I do with my hands?

She awkwardly pats Hunter on the back, then stops. Long pause.
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Is this because he likes me? No, that's 
stupid. Stupid, Mei.

She leans closer and closes her eyes.

SCENE VII - THE ETIQUETTE OF SIDE-HUGS

Jessica and Hunter run into each other on campus.

JESSICA (VOICE OVER)
Oh, hey!

Hunter goes for a full-frontal embrace. 

JESSICA (VOICE OVER)
Whoa there, cowboy. Not so fast. Let's 
keep this appropriate.

Jessica takes evasive action, turning it into a side hug. Hunter 
looks confused.

HUNTER (VOICE OVER)
What just happened?

SCENE VIII - THE ETIQUETTE OF KISSES

Jesús and Jessica run into each other on campus. Jesús goes for 
a friendly kiss on each of Jessica's cheeks. Cue Inception 
music. 

JESSICA (VOICE OVER)
Um... Not good! This is not good.

It happens. Jessica is in shock. She touches her cheek tenderly.

JESSICA (VOICE OVER)
I think it's time to Define The 
Relationship...

Jessica lamely points in several directions before fleeing 
offstage. Jesús turns to the audience, breaking the fourth wall. 
He winks.
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SCENE IX - REGARDING THE SUBTLETIES OF ASIA

Mei sits nearby as a distracted Jessica types away on her 
computer. A voice-over describes the play-by-play.

VOICE OVER 
Introducing... the subtle art of 
passive aggressive communication.

Step 1: The Hint.

MEI 
It's so hot!

JESSICA
Yeah.

MEI
It's really hot.

JESSICA
Mmmhmm.

Mei frowns, then tries a more direct approach--for her culture.

VOICE OVER
Step 2: The Big Hint.

MEI
I wish I had a hat. It would be so much 
cooler if I had a hat.

Jessica stops what she's doing and thinks. 

VOICE OVER
Wait for it...

JESSICA
Mei, do you need a hat?

VOICE OVER
Step 3: The Verification

MEI
Sure.

JESSICA
Ok. Well, you can get one at Walmart.
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Mei's face falls as Jessica turns back to her work. A long 
silence passes in which Jessica keeps tapping away.

VOICE OVER
As needed, repeat Step 2: The Big Hint.

MEI
I wish I had a car.

Jessica turns back slowly, losing patience.

JESSICA
Mei... Do you need a ride?

VOICE OVER
Step 4: The Overly Considerate Refusal

MEI
(fake)

No, no, no, that's ok.

JESSICA
Oh, ok.

Confused, she turns around again. But she doesn't keep writing. 

VOICE OVER
Step 5——

JESSICA
You know, Mei, if you need me to take 
you to the store, you can just ask.

Mei stops, stunned.

VOICE OVER
Note: In America, skip directly to Step 
27: Speak Straight.

MEI
What?

SCENE X - ON THE FLUIDITY OF TIME

Hunter stands alone on stage, tapping his foot dramatically. 

HUNTER
I wonder where he is?
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He looks at his watch. He smiles nervously and says his line in 
the direction of backstage.

HUNTER
Ah, there you are!

No response. He peers across the stage, but still no sign.

HUNTER
(louder)

Ah, there you are!

Long pause, then Jesús strolls on stage.

HUNTER
(angrily)

Ah, there you are!

JESÚS
(stage voice)

Hi, Hunter. Are you ready to go?

Hunter loses it, making a distinct departure from the script.

HUNTER
Am I ready to go?? Are you serious? You 
were the one who missed your line!

JESÚS 
Relax! You Americans get so stressed 
out about being on time. Besides——

HUNTER
It's not——

JESÚS
I was helping the next act with their 
costumes. They're really cool! They 
have these——

HUNTER
(angry)

Quit making excuses! In America, 8 
o'clock means 8 o'clock, not "come as 
you feel led." Listen to me: It's time 
to assimilate!

JESÚS
(laughing)
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Pun intended?

HUNTER
Jesús!

JESÚS
(sincere)

All right, all right! You're right. 
I'll try to be more on time. 

Hunter looks slightly appeased, but still irritated.

But in the meantime, you need to learn 
how to improvise. That was terrible out 
there...

They walk out, Hunter starting to cool down.

SCENE XI - STEREOTYPES AND THEIR NUGGETS OF TRUTH

Jesús and Hunter sit around a table eating lunch.

HUNTER
So, what are you doing this weekend?

JESÚS
I don't know. Well, I should probably 
finish that paper... and that other 
paper... That's depressing. Let's 
change the subject. What are you doing?

HUNTER
I'm going hunting with my dad.

JESÚS
(laughing)

That's typical.

HUNTER
What do you mean?

JESÚS
You Texans are always going hunting—

HUNTER
Well, it's hunting season...
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JESÚS
They love it so much, they name their 
kids "Hunter."

HUNTER
(serious)

Don't make fun of my name. It's a 
family name.

JESÚS
See? It's a generational thing!

Hunter rolls his eyes. They both wait out a tense silence. 
Hunter starts to say something, but thinks better of it as 
Jessica enters. 

JESSICA
Hey guys!

They give a disgruntled response. She takes out a sandwich and 
cautiously sits at the other table. Then...

JESÚS
You Texans sure love steak, too. 

Jesús looks for a reaction, but Hunter only shifts uneasily in 
his chair.

JESÚS
And guns. And cowboy boots. And white 
pickup trucks—

HUNTER
(angry)

Would you cut it out?? Listen, you 
don't have to believe everything you 
see on TV! Just quit stereotyping me! 
Ok???

A stunned silence. Hunter, who stood up during his rant, sits 
down, embarrassed. After a while, Jessica gently breaks in...

JESSICA
You're right, Hunter, but you do 
realize you fit all the stereotypes, 
right?

Hunter thinks for a moment, then gingerly touches the brim of 
his cowboy hat. He looks up, a sheepish smile on his face.
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SCENE XII - INTERNATIONAL PRAYER TECHNIQUES

All characters gather around to pray for a random person.

HUNTER
All right. Jessica, would you open us 
up in prayer?

JESSICA
Sure. Oh, and how are we doing this? 
Korean style?

Mei looks up, confused, but says nothing.

JESÚS
Korean style? 

JESSICA
You know, where we all pray at once. 
(suddenly realizes) Uh... 

JESÚS
Shame, shame. I never would have 
expected this from you, of all people.

JESSICA
I'm sorry.

HUNTER
Why do we call it that anyway?

Everyone wonders why during an awkward silence. Mei recovers 
first.

MEI
So, are we doing it Korean style or 
what?

Everyone turns to look at Mei, stunned.

SCENE XIII - A SUCCESSFUL CULTURAL EXCHANGE

Jesús runs onstage in cowboy boots and hat. No one else is 
around. He looks at his newly acquired watch and smiles. Jessica 
and Mei arrive a moment later.
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JESSICA 
You're here!

JESÚS
Yep.

JESSICA
But you're never here!

JESÚS
Well I figured it was time (taps his 
watch) to assimilate.

Canned laughter.

MEI
Where's Hunter?

JESÚS
I don't know. He said he was coming.

JESSICA
So are y'all ready for Oplin?

JESÚS
Yeah! 

JESSICA
It's Mei's first time.

MEI
I'm still a little nervous about 
dancing...

JESSICA
Don't worry! It's really not that hard. 

JESÚS
Yeah, you'll have a lot of fun! And 
it's a great cultural experience.

JESSICA
Cultural? 

MEI
Texas is definitely a culture.

JESSICA
(epiphany)
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Yeah, I guess you're right!

Hunter strolls on stage, just like Jesús did last time.

JESÚS 
(mock seriousness)

You're late.

HUNTER
I know, right!

Jesús cheers and there are hi fives, hugs, and kisses all 
around.

The End.
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